
U.S. Army Military History Institute      Ethnic Groups-Blacks 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
31 Mar 2012 
 
 
 

BLACKS & WWI 
 

(emphasis on American experience) 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources…..p.1 
Mobilization/Training…..p.4 
“French Directive”…..p.5 
Black Africans…..p.5 
Units 
-General.....p.6 
-92nd Division.....p.6 
-93rd Division…..p.7 
-Other....p.8 
Home Front 
-General Sources.....p.8 
-Houston Riot, 1917…..p.9 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
American Negro in World Wars I and II.  Journal of Negro Education  (Summer 1943):  320 p. 

D639.N4.A43. 
See Chap II & passim. 

 
Badger, Reid.  A Life in Ragtime:  A Biography of James Reese Europe.  NY:  Oxford, 1995.  328 p. 

ML422.E87.B2. 
 
Barbeau, Arthur E.  “The Black American Soldier in World War I.”  PhD dss, Pittsburgh, 1970.  662 p. 

D639.N4.B39. 
 
_____, & Henri, Florette.  The Unknown Soldiers:  Black American Troops in World War I.  Phila: 

Temple, 1974.  279 p.  D639.N4.B37. 
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Bristow, Nancy K.  "Creating Crusaders:  The Commission on Training Camp Activities and the Pursuit 

of the Progressive Social Vision during World War One."  PhD dss, U CA-Berkeley, 1989. 
680 p.  U766.B75. 

See Chap 5. 
 
Carisella, P.J., & Ryan, James W.  The Black Swallow of Death.  Boston:  Marlborough, 1972.  271 p. 

UH130.2.B8.C3. 
Aviator Eugene Bullard. 

 
Christian, Royal A.  Roy's Trip to the Battlefields of Europe.  Chambersburg, PA:  Kerr, n.d.  157 p. 

D640.C55. 
Diary of messenger to Col Moorhead C. Kennedy, Deputy Director-General of 
Transportation. 

 
Cunningham, Roger D.  “African-American Divisional Shoulder Sleeve Insignia during World War I.” 

Military Collector & Historian  (Winter 2004):  pp. 269-71.  Per. 
 
Dalessandro, Robert J., & Torrence, Gerald.  Willing Patriots:  Men of Color in the First World War. 

Atglen, PA:  Schiffer, 2009.  192 p.  D639.N4.D35. 
 
Field, Ron, & Bielakowski, Alexander.  Buffalo Soldiers:  African American Troops in the US 

Forces 1866-1945.  NY:  Osprey, 2008.  232 p.  UB418.A47.F54. 
 
Gero, Anthony F.  Black Soldiers of New York State:  a Proud Legacy.  Albany, NY:  NYU, 2009. 

174 p.  E185.93.N56.G47. 
See Chapter 4. 

 
Henri, Florette.  Bitter Victory:  A History of Black Soldiers in World War I.  Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday, 1970.  120 p.  D639.N4.H37. 
 
Johnson, Wray J.  “Black American Radicalism and the First World War:  The Secret Files of the 

Military Intelligence Division.”  Armed Forces & Society  (Fall 1999):  pp. 27-54.  Per. 
 
Keene, Jennifer D.  “The Memory of the Great War in the African American Community.”  In Unknown 

Soldiers:  The American Expeditionary Forces in Memory and Remembrance.  Kent, OH:  Kent 
State, 2008.  pp. 60-82.  D570.2.U55. 

 
_____.  “The Politics of Race.”  In Michael S. Neiberg, The World War I Reader.  NY:  NYU, 2007. 

pp. 272-88.   D509.W65. 
 
Lentz-Smith, Adriane D.  Freedom Struggles:  African Americans and World War I.  Cambridge, MA:   

Harvard UP, 2009.  318 p.  D639.N4.L46. 
 
MacIntyre, W. Irwin.  Colored Soldiers.  Macon, GA:  Burke, 1923.  96 p.  PZ3.M189Co. 

Stories, in dialect, mostly at Camp Gordon, GA. 
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Mack, Charles E.  Two Black Crows in the A.E.F.  NY:  Grosset & Dunlap, 1928.  340 p. 

PZ3.M1902Tw. 
Fiction. 

 
Military Images  (Jan/Feb 2006):  Entire Issue.  Per. 
 
Miller, Kelly.  Kelly Miller's History of the World War for Human Rights....  Wash, DC:  Jenkins, 1919. 

pp. 507-712.  D523.M64. 
 
Mjagkij, Nina.  Loyalty in Time of Trial:  The African American Experience in World War I.  Lanham, 

MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2011.  225 p.  D639.N4.M525. 
 
Niles, John J.  Singing Soldiers.  NY:  Scribner's, 1927.  171 p.  D640.N49. 

Narrative and songs of black Americans in AEF. 
 
Odum, Howard W.  Wings on My Feet:  Black Ulysses at the Wars.  NY:  Kraus, 1972 reprint of 

1929 edition.  309 p.  PZ3.O279Wi. 
Novel in dialect. 

 
Patton, Gerald W.  War and Race:  The Black Officer in the American Military, 1915-1941.  Westport, 

CT:  Greenwood, 1981.  214 p.  E185.63.P37. 
 
Salter, Krewasky A.  Combat Multipliers:  African-American Soldiers in Four Wars.  Ft Leavenworth, 

KS:  CSI, 2003.  136 p.  UB418.A47.S25. 
See Chap. 3. 

 
Scott, Emmett J.  Scott's Official History of the American Negro in the World War.  n.p., 1919.  608 p. 

D639.N4.S35. 
 
Sweeney, W. Allison.  History of the American Negro in the Great World War.  NY:  Johnson, 1970 

reprint of 1919 edition.  320 p.  D639.N4.S82. 
 
U.S. Army War College.  "The Colored Soldier in the United States Army."  Study, n.d.  135 p. 

AWC-HS-S3, Arch. 
Chiefly WWI; includes listing of black units. 

 
_____.  "The Use of Negro Manpower in War."  Study, 10 Nov 1925.  ca 65 p.  E185.63.U83. 

Formerly secret study done for Army Chief of Staff.  Includes frank appraisals of 
performances of black units, WWI. 

 
_____.  Replies to AWC questionnaires of 7 May 1924 concerning use of black manpower.  84 replies 

and summary.  ca 90 p.  AWC File #127-23, Arch. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  General Staff.  Statistics Branch.  "Negro Personnel in the Army:  Special Report #138." 

Photostat copy of unpublished report, n.d.  10 p.  UA24.A55.S4. 
Various data on black troops, reflecting their health, intelligence, branches of service. 
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Vestal, S.C.  "The Use in Battle of Allies, Auxiliaries, Colored Troops, and Troops Raised in the Insular 

Possessions."  Lecture, AWC, 30 Apr 1924.  pp. 7-8.  AWC File #270-46, Arch. 
 
War Camp Community Service and the Negro Soldier.  n.p., 1920.  20 p.  U766.W26. 

Stateside recreation and entertainment. 
 
Williams, Chad L.  Torchbearers of Democracy:  African American Soldiers in the World War I Era. 

Chapel Hill, NC:  U NC, 2010.  452 p.  D639.N4.W552. 
 
_____  “Torchbearers of Democracy:  The First World War and the Figure of the African-American 

Soldier.”  PhD dss, Princeton, 2004.  424 p.  D639.N4.W55. 
 
Williams, Charles H.  Sidelights on Negro Soldiers.  Boston:  Brimmer, 1923.  248 p.  D639.N4.W5. 

Includes accounts of 92d & 93d Divisions (pp. 156-240). 
 
Wintermute, Bob.  “The Africa-American Experience in World War I.”  In Personal Perspectives, World 

War I.  Santa Barbara, CA:  ABC-CLIO, 2006.  pp. 1-28.  D521.P48. 
 
Woodson, Carter G.  The Negro in our History.  Wash, DC:  Assoc Pub, 1922.  393 p.  E185.W89. 

See Chap 19. 
 
Work, Monroe N., editor.  Negro Year Book:  An Annual Encyclopedia of the Negro, 1937-1938. 

Tuskegee, AL:  Negro Year Book Pub, 1937.  pp. 316-24.  E185.5.N4. 
 
 
 
 
MOBILIZATION/TRAINING 
 
Alsobrook, David.  “A Call to Arms for African Americans during the Age of Jim Crow:  Black 

Alabamians’ Response to the U.S. Declaration of War.”  In The Great War in the Heart of Dixie: 
Alabama during World War I.  Tuscaloosa, AL:  U AL, 2008.  pp. 81-100.  D570.85.A2.G74. 

 
Love, Albert G., & Davenport, Charles B.  Physical Examination of the First Million Draft Recruits: 

Methods and Results.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1919.  521 p.  UB333.P49. 
 
U.S. Congress.  Senate.  Committee on Military Affairs.  Universal Military Training.  Hearing, 1917. 

pp. 336-52.  UA23.A454. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Office, Chief of Staff.  Official Bulletin  I (Nov 1914):  pp. 157-60.  Per. 

Report on experimental training of 128 black recruits.  No place or unit given. 
 
Yerkes, Robert M., editor.  Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences.  Vol. 15:  Psychological 

Examining in the United States Army.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1921.  890 p.  UB333.3.1917.447. 
See index. 
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“FRENCH DIRECTIVE” 
 
The so-called “French directive” on relations between Black American troops and the local French 
population during World War I may be the document reprinted in Vol. 4 of MacGregor & Nalty, Blacks 
in the United States Armed Forces:  Basic Documents (Wilmington, DC:  Scholarly Resources, 1977; 
E185.63.B55v4), pp. 282-84.  See also: 
 
Barbeau & Florette.  The Unknown Soldiers:  Black American Troops in World, cited above, 

pp. 114-16.  D639.N4.B37. 
 
Coffman, Edward M.  The War to End All Wars:  The American Military Experience in World War I. 

NY:  Oxford, 1968.  pp. 231-32.  D570.C6. 
 
Foner, Jack D.  Blacks and the Military in American History:  A New Perspective, cited above, 

pp. 122 & 268.  E185.63.F64. 
 
Woodson, Carter G.  The Negro in our History, cited above, pp. 323-23.  E185.W89. 
 
And see the two-page AEF General Order No. 7, dated 3 Aug 1917, which was an official and open 
directive, in contrast to the above-cited document.  From it one learns the nature of the problems 
anticipated as American soldiers came in contact with the French populace. 
 
 
 
 
BLACK AFRICANS 
 
Allen, Henry T.  The Rhineland Occupation.  Indianapolis, IN:  Bobbs-Merrill, 1927.  347 p. 

D650.M5.A7. 
See Chap 4. 

 
Davis, Shelby C.  Reservoirs of Men:  A History of the Black Troops of French West Africa.  Geneva: 

Librairie Kundig, 1934.  205 p.  UA709.F78.D38. 
 
Grundlingh, Albert.  "Black Men in a White Man's War:  The Impact of the First World War on South 

African Blacks."  War & Society  (May 1985):  pp. 55-81.  Per. 
 
Humber, Robert C.  "Notes on Employment of Colored Troops."  Army War College Study, 1942.  35 p. 

E185.63.U516. 
Includes comments on use of foreign black troops in occupied German, 1920-21. 

 
Johnston, Harry H.  The Black Man's Part in the War.  London:  Simpkin, 1917.  128 p.  D639.N4.J65. 

British point of view on empire's blacks. 
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U.S. Dept of State.  Colored troops in the French Army:  A Report from the Department of State Relating 

to the Colored Troops in the French Army and the Number of French Colonial Troops in the 
Occupied Territory.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1921.  16 p.  DD266.M5.C65. 

Black occupation troops on the Rhine and their relations with Germans. 
 
 
 
 
UNITS-General 
 
Johnson, Charles Jr.  African American Soldiers in the National Guard:  Recruitment and Deployment.... 

Westport:  Greenwood, 1992.  215 p.  E185.63.J59. 
See Chap 3. 

 
Joyce, Dan.  “Additional Information on Africa-American Shoulder Sleeve Insignia, American 

Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.).”  Military Collector & Historian  (Winter 2005):  pp. 175-77.  
Per. 

 
U.S. Army War College.  Historical Section.  Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the 

World War, American Expeditionary Forces, Divisions.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1931.  pp. 436-42.  
D570.2.O72. 

 
U.S. War Dept.  Battle Participation of Organizations of the American Expeditionary Forces in France, 

Belgium, and Italy, 1917-1918.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1920.  D609.U6.A4. 
 
_____.  General Staff.  Statistics Branch.  "Colored Organizations Strength and Location September 1, 

1918."  Special Report #107a, n.d.  7 p.  UA24.A5545. 
 
_____.  "Records of Combat Divisions Compared."  Special Report #135, 30 Jun 1919.  28 p. 

UA24.A554S. 
 
 
 
 
UNITS-92nd Division 
 
Bullard, Robert Lee.  Personalities and Reminiscences of the War.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, Page, 

1925.  347 p.  D570.B8. 
See Chap 30. 

 
U.S. American Battle Monuments Commission.  92d Division:  Summary of Operations in the World 

War.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1944.  45 p., maps.  #05-92.1944. 
 
U.S. Army War College.  Correspondence re black soldiers, 1920-43.  Files 127-1 thru 127-32 

(incomplete).  ca 150 p.  Arch. 
Emphasis on experiences in 92nd Division. 
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_____.  Historical Section.  "An Analytical Study of the Ninety Second (92d) Division."  Report, 1923. 

54 p.  #05-92.1923. 
 
 
 
 
UNITS-93rd Division 
 
In response to an urgent French request for US reinforcements, the 93d Division's four infantry regiments 
were sent overseas and became affiliated with the French army for the duration.  The remainder of the 
division never formed.  See: 
 
Company of Military Historians.  Military Uniforms in America.  Vol. IV.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 1988. 

ca 150 p.  UC480.M54. 
Representative uniforms shown pp. 96-97. 

 
Deckard, Percy Edward.  List of Officers Who Served with the 371st Infantry and Headquarters 186th 

Infantry Brigade during the World War..., Allegany, NY:  Allegany Citizen, 1929.  127 p. 
#603-371.1929. 

 
Gero, Anthony F., & Johnson, Raymond.  "369th United States Infantry, 15-16 July 1918." 

Military Collector & Historian  (Spring 1988):  p. 16.  Per. 
Addendum to earlier article noting preference and widespread use of captured German 
Mauser rifles instead of French-issued weapons. 

 
Guttman, Jon.  "Regiment's Pride."  Military History  (Oct 1991):  pp. 35-41.  Per. 

Interview w/Hamilton Fish, Jr, a white officer in black 369th. 
 
Heywood, Chester D.  Negro Combat Troops in the World War:  The Story of the 371st Infantry. 

Worcester, MA:  Commonwealth, 1928.  310 p.  #603-371.1928. 
 
Little, Arthur W.  From Harlem to the Rhine:  The Story of New York's Colored Volunteers.  NY: 

Covici Friede, 1936.  382 p.  #603-369.1936. 
369th Infantry. 

 
McCloy, Shelby T.  The Negro in France.  n.p.:  U KY 1961.  278 p.  DC41.N4.M3. 
 
Scipio, L. Albert.  With the Red Hand Division:  The Black American Regiments in the French 157th 

Division.  Silver Spring, MD:  Roman, 1985.  175 p.  #603-371.1985. 
 
Steele, Dennis.  "Hellfighters From Harlem."  Soldiers  (Feb 1988):  pp. 6-9.  Per. 

Informal account of 369th Infantry 1913-18. 
 
Tucker, David M.  Lieutenant Lee of Beale Street.  Nashville, TN:  Vanderbilt, 1971.  217 p. 

E185.97.L43.T8. 
Chap 2 concerns Co C, 368th Infantry. 
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U.S. American Battle Monuments Commission.  93d Division:  Summary of Operations in the World 

War.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1944.  45 p., maps.  #05-93.1944. 
 
U.S. Army War College.  Historical summaries of WWI services of the 369th-372nd Infantry Regiments, 

written by Commanding Officers of the 4 regiments, dated Dec 1918 & Jan 1919.  27 p.  AWC 
File #127-24, Arch. 

 
 
 
 
UNITS-Other 
 
Bliss, Paul S.  Victory:  History of the 805th Pioneer Infantry....  St Paul, MN:  Augsburg, 1919.  224 p. 

#603-805.1919. 
 
Bretzfelder, Karl.  Diary.  Arch. 

Worked May to Jul 1919 in black infirmary, Camp Hospital #76, France. 
 
Christian, Barna L.  "The Ordeal and the Prize:  The 24th Infantry and Camp MacArthur." 

Military Affairs  (Apr 1986):  pp. 65-70.  Per. 
Jul 1917 racial tension & conflict between Waco, TX, townspeople & 1st Battalion, 24th 

Infantry. 
 
Dorsey, Chris.  “Their Own Little War:  The Sixth Virginia Volunteers and Racial Equality.”  Journal of 

America’s Military Past  (Fall/Winter 2002):  pp. 55-73.  Per. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on 9th & 10th Cavalry Regiments and 24th & 25th Infantry Regiments, and 92nd & 93rd 
Divisions. 
 
 
 
 
HOME FRONT-General Sources 
 
Ellis, Mark.  "'Closing Ranks' and 'Seeking Honors':  W.E.B. DuBois in World War I."  Journal of 

American History  (Jun 1992):  pp. 96-124.  Per. 
Close analysis of his "accommodation" editorial & candidacy for commission in MID. 

 
Fallin, Wilson Jr.  “Alabama’s Black Baptist Leaders, the Progressive Era, and World War I.”  In The 

Great War in the Heart of Dixie:  Alabama during World War I, cited above.  pp. 66-80.  
D570.85.A2.G74. 
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Jensen, Kimberly.  "Minerva on the Field of Mars:  American Women, Citizenship, and Military Service 

in the First World War."  PhD dss, U IA, 1992.  533 p.  D639.W7.J46. 
See Chap 4. 

 
Reich, Steven A.  “Soldiers of Democracy:  Black Texans and the Fight for Citizenship, 1917-21.” 

Journal of American History  (Mar 1996):  pp. 1478-1504.  Per. 
 
Rudwick, Elliott.  Race Riot at East St. Louis July 2, 1917.  NY:  Atheneum, 1972 reprint of 1964 ed. 

300 p.  HV6483.E2.R8. 
 
Scott, Emmett, J.  Negro Migration during the War.  NY:  Arno, 1969 reprint of 1920 edition.  189 p. 

E185.95.S422. 
 
Talbert, Roy, Jr.  Negative Intelligence:  The Army and the American Left, 1917-1941.  Jackson, MS: 

U MS, 1991.  298 p.  UB251.T34. 
See Chap 7. 

 
War Camp Community Service (U.S.).  War Camp Community Service and the Negro Soldier. 

S.l.:  War Camp Community Service, 1920?  20 p.  UB418.A47.W37. 
 
Wynn, Neil A.  From Progressivism to Prosperity:  World War I and American Society.  NY:  Holmes & 

Meier, 1986.  268 p.  E780.W96. 
See Chap 7. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on U.S. Home Front in WWI. 
 
 
 
 
HOME FRONT-Houston Riot, 23 Aug 1917 
 
Barbeau & Florette.  The Unknown Soldiers:  Black American Troops in World, cited above, pp. 26-32. 

D639.N4.B37. 
 
Foner, Jack D.  Blacks and the Military in American History:  A New Perspective.  NY:  Praeger, 1974. 

pp. 113-16.  E185.63.F64. 
 
Grier, Harry S. & James L.  Papers.  2 Boxes.  Arch.  Includes reports, documents & clippings on riot in 

which he served as counsel to 24th Infantry defendants. 
 
Haynes, Robert V.  A Night of Violence:  The Houston Riot of 1917.   Baton Rouge:  LSU, 1976.  338 p. 

HV6483.H8.H39. 
Includes bibliographic essay that identifies pertinent records in National Archives. 
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MacGregor, Morris J., & Nalty, Bernard C., editors.  Blacks in the United States Armed Forces:  Basic 

Documents.  Vol. III.  Wilmington, DE:  Scholarly Resources, 1977.  pp. 376-401.  E185.63.B55. 
7 items:  reports, testimony, memos & letters. 

 
New York Times (24-28 Aug 1917).  Microfilm. 

And 9 Oct 1917, p. 22, and 12 Dec 1917, p.7. 
 
Scipio, L. Albert II.  Last of the Black Regulars:  A History of the 24th Infantry Regiment (1869-1951). 

Silver Spring, MD:  Roman, 1983.  pp. 46 & 134-39.  #603-24.1983. 
 
Scott, Emmett J.  Scott's Official History of the American Negro in the World War.  n.p., 1919. 

pp. 94-95.  D639.N4935. 
 
Shekerjian, Haig.  Papers.  Arch. 

Adjutant, 3/24th Infantry, during riot.  However, pertinent material consists only of some 
clippings & references in correspondence long afterwards. 

 
Smith, C. Calvin.  “The Houston Riot of 1917, Revisited.”  In Buffalo Soldiers in the West:  A Black 

Soldiers’ Anthology.  College Station, TX:  TX A&M, 2007.  pp. 197-215.  E185.925.B84. 
 
U.S. Congress.  Senate.  Committee on Claims.  Claims Growing Out of Houston Riot.  Report No. 980, 

68th Congress, 2nd sessions, 1925.  25 p.  UB323.A41. 
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